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NEW DELHI: Union minister 
Ram Vilas Paswan-led LJP on 
Friday turned up the heat on 
the Modi government, saying its 
support to the BJP is issue-based 
as it sought a law to restore the 
stringent measures of an Act 
on atrocities against Dalits and 
removal of NGT Chairman A K 
Goel by August 9.

Party MP and Paswan's son 
Chirag Paswan said patience of 
many within the Lok Janshakti 
Party (LJP) is running thin as 
circumstances raising concerns 
of the Dalits and tribals have 
emerged of late.

Protecting interests of these 
communities was at the root of 
the LJP's tie up with the BJP in 
2014, he told a press confer-
ence here.

His party has been demand-
ing for over four months now an 
ordinance to restore the origi-
nal provisions of the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act 
but the government has not 

done so.
He, however, stayed away 

from issuing any direct threat 
to the BJP and said the LJP has 
faith in Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi as his government had 
done a lot for Dalits.

"We will cross the bridge 
when it comes," he said when 
asked if his party would con-
sider walking out of the BJP-led 
NDA if its demands are not met 
by the August 9 deadline. 

The LJP will not walk out of 
the NDA like the TDP, he added.

Various Dalit and tribal 
groups have called for a 'Bharat 
bandh' on August 10 to press 
their demands, including res-
toration of the Act. They have 
said a Supreme Court order in 
March weakened the law.

Chirag Paswan said inci-
dents of atrocities against the 
community have risen follow-
ing the verdict and FIRs were 
not being registered by police.

Goel was one of the two top 
court judges who delivered the 
verdict and he was appointed 
the National Green Tribunal 

chairperson earlier this month 
immediately after his retirement 
from the Supreme Court.

The LJP has criticised his 
appointment with Chirag Pas-
wan writing to Modi seeking 
his removal, saying it has sent 
a wrong message. Dalits believe 
that he has been rewarded for 
his judgement, he said.

His father has also written to 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
on the issue.

Chirag Paswan expressed 

the hope that the prime minis-
ter will take appropriate deci-
sions once he returns from his 
foreign visit later in the evening.  

He said the opposition has 
been working to give an impres-
sion that the government was 
being "anti-Dalit" and the Modi 
dispensation should take strong 
measures to dispel it.

Blowing hot and cold, he 
said the LJP strongly remains 
a part of the government as it 
makes it easier for his party to 

carry out its Dalit agenda.
He noted that it was the 

Modi government which had 
made the Act more stringent 
by expanding its ambit.

Chirag Paswan said if the 
demands are not met, then the 
protests during 'Bharat bandh' 
could be much worse than what 
happened on April 2, when Dalit 
outfits had given a similar call. 
More than 10 persons had died 
during the protest.

He was joined by Ram 
Chandra Paswan, an LJP MP 
and the chief of the 'Dalit Sena', 
an outfit affiliated to the party. 
The Dalit Sena will be forced 
to join the protests on August 
10 if the government does  
not take appropriate action, he 
said. 

The LJP, which has six MPs 
in the Lok Sabha, draws its core 
support from the Dalits in Bihar 
and has often switched sides 
between rival alliances ahead 
of elections.

The party was in the UPA 
before it joined hands with the 
BJP in 2014.

LJP seeks NGT chairman’s ouster, 
says support to BJP issue-based

But Paswan  says he won’t walk out of NDA  like the TDP
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NEW DELHI: The BJP on Fri-
day dismissed the Congress’ 
fresh attack on the Modi gov-
ernment over the Rafale deal, 
saying it is repeating same 
claims in frustration after 
its allegations were “proved” 
wrong by Union ministers and 
also the French government.

BJP spokesperson Sud-
hanshu Trivedi also took pot-
shots at the Congress over its 
attempt to build an alliance 
against the ruling bloc, saying 
its president Rahul Gandhi first 
claimed to be prime ministerial 
candidate and is now willing 
to support any candidate for 
the negative agenda of defeat-
ing Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

The BJP wants a ‘majboot’ 
(strong) government under 
Modi while opposition parties 
like Mayawati-led BSP want a 
‘majboor’ (helpless) govern-
ment, he told reporters.

Hitting out at the Congress 
over the Rafale fighter aircraft 
deal, he said it never allowed 
defence production in India 
so that it could strike “deals” 
with foreign suppliers and now 
levelling baseless allegations 
after the Modi government 
has worked to start domestic 

production.
Defence Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman and Law Minis-
ter Ravi Shankar Prasad have 
given point-by-point rebuttal 
to the Congress’ allegations, 
he said.

Trivedi also claimed that 
the BJP never levelled allega-
tions against defence deals, say-
ing it was members of Congress 
government or foreign coun-
tries which first alleged cor-
ruption in cases like Bofors deal 
or AgustaWestland chopper 
purchase.

Those levelling allega-
tion should first hear defence 
experts and refrain from politi-
cising such deals, he said. 

Taking a dig at Gandhi, he 
said the country saw his “enter-
tainment” in Parliament, which 
was “full of action with childish 
behaviour in accordance with 
his political maturity”.

People want a mature, tal-
ented and capable leader, he 
said.

What they (opposition) are 
doing is “betrayal” to the coun-
try as their single point agenda 
is removing Modi.

All Congress prime minis-
ters were recognised as leaders 
only after they occupied the top 
post while the BJP gave prime 
ministers after the masses 
accepted them as their leaders, 
he claimed. 

Asked about the BJP ally 
Lok Janshakti Party escalating 
pressure on the government 
over Dalit issues, he said the 
government is sensitive to con-
cerns of its allies and has been 
working to address them. 

To a question about 
demand of removal NGT 
chair A K Goel, he said the 
government would have taken 
a decision after considering all 
aspects but it is sensitive to alli-
ance’s concerns.

Earlier, the Congress 
accused the government of 
“deceiving” the country and 
promoting crony capitalism in 
awarding a private entity the 
contract for the multi-crore 
Rafale aircraft deal, which it 
described as the “mother of all 
deals”.

Modi must give answers 
to the nation, the party’s chief 
spokesperson Randeep Sur-
jewala said.

Cong proved wrong on Rafale, making 
allegations in frustration, says BJP
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BENGALURU: Hours after 
backing those demanding 
separate statehood for North 
Karnataka leaving his party 
embarrassed, BJP MLA B Sri-
ramulu on Friday retracted his 
statement, saying he never sup-
ported division of the state.

Much to the state BJP lead-
ership’s embarrassment, Sri-
ramulu told reporters earlier 
that he would support those 
who gave a bandh call on 
August 2 demanding separate 
statehood for the region.

“We will not keep quite if 
injustice is meted out to North 
Karnataka. We the MLAs from 
North Karnataka are hold-
ing discussions. Just wait and 
watch, what we will do next. 

Like separate Telangana, this 
(movement) will also become 
a big ‘revolution’.

The coalition government 
has ignored North Karnataka. 
Chief Minister Kumaraswamy 
is practising the politics of par-
tiality,” Sriramulu said at Bal-
lari. As the party disapproved 
of his stand, he retracted, say-
ing he actually meant that it 
was unfortunate that demand 
for separate statehood to north 
Karnataka has been made.

“It is unfortunate that the 
struggle for separate statehood 
has begun due to the step-
motherly attitude of the coali-
tion government,” Sriramulu 
said in a statement.

He said present day Kar-
nataka was unified due tothe 
sacrifices of people like Chen-

nabasappa, Haraginadoni 
Sanna Basavanagouda and 
Ramzan Saab from Ballari.

“It is far from truth that 
I, the one who belongs to the 
same district (Ballari), would 
support a separate state.

I have huge respect for uni-
fied Karnataka. Without dis-
criminating between east, west, 
north and south, I believe in 
one Karnataka.” 

The coalition government 
should also respect undivided 
Karnataka by giving due pref-
erence to North Karnataka, Sri-
ramulu said in his statement.

BJP state president B S 
Yeddyurappa had earlier 
flayed those demanding sepa-
rate statehood, saying such a 
demand will not lead to any 
solution.

OUR CORRESPONDENT

BENGALURU: In controver-
sial comments, former Union 
minister and BJP MLA Basana-
gouda Patil Yatnal has dubbed 
intellectuals in the country as 
“dangerous” and said he would 
have ordered them shot, if he 
was the Home Minister.

“Thousands of crores of 
Indian money paid by people 
of India as tax goes for the sake 
of development. They eat what 
is given by us and they shout 
slogans against our soldiers 
and India,” Yatnal said, with-
out elaborating.

Addressing a Kargil Vijay 
Diwas event at Vijayapura yes-
terday, he said, “Tragedy is that 
the intellectuals and seculars 
within our country are more 
dangerous than them.

What kind of statements 
they give...if I was the Home 
minister, I would have asked 
to make them stand and shoot 
them.” 

Referring to an alleged 
statement by a senior con-
gress leader, Yatnal questioned 
human rights activists and 
groups on their silence about 
human rights violations when 
soldiers are killed.

“A leader of opposition in 
this country says Indian sol-
diers are harassing women and 
innocent youths,” he said.

“People in this country 
speak about human rights, no 
one comes forward and speak 
about human rights when a sol-
dier is killed, they don’t con-

demn it.
But if there is action against 

someone who is involved in 
anti-nationalactivity, they 
speak about human rights vio-
lation from soldiers and police,” 
he added.

Yatnal is not new to mak-
ing such controversial remarks.

Earlier he was in the news 
for instructing corporatorsto 
work only for Hindus, who 
have voted for him, and not 
for Muslims.

Yatnal has served as an 
MP and as minister of state 
in the Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
government.

BJP MLA backs statehood demand 
for N. Karnataka but later retracts
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NEW DELHI: Congress leader 
P Chidambaram on Friday 
accused the Narendra Modi 
government of “cruelly neglect-
ing” the MGNREGA and the 
Food Security Act, saying the 
two legislations were brought 
by the previous UPA govern-
ment to put an end to hunger 
deaths like that of the three 
minor girls in Delhi.

The Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 
is a social security employment 
generation legislation which 
guarantees employment to 
the poor ensuring livelihood 
security and the National Food 
Security Act aims to provide 
subsidised food grains to 
the poor. “MGNREGA was 
intended to put an end to hun-
ger. FOOD SECURITY ACT 
was intended to put an end 
to starvation. Both have been 
cruelly neglected by the BJP 
government,” Chidambaram 
tweeted. The former finance 
and home minister said as long 
as there were children who 
tragically starved to death, 
“we have to hang our heads in 
shame and grief ”. 

Three minor girls died 
allegedly due to starvation in 
east Delhi on Tuesday leading 
to a huge uproar.

Modi govt cruelly 
neglecting 

MGNREGA, Food 
Security Act: PC

GANDHINAGAR: BJP MP 
Varun Gandhi on Friday said 
there was a need to ponder over 
what should be the role of vot-
ers once elections were over, 
while pointing out that the 
provision of “Right to Recall” 
the elected representatives was 
prevalent in over 60 countries.

Maintaining that he was 
neither in favour nor against 
the introduction of the “Right 
to Recall” system, which 
empowered the voters to 

remove mid-way a lawmaker 
who had failed to deliver, in 
India, Gandhi, however, said 
the big question was should the 
people remain just spectators 
(after an election) or bring in 
change.

Addressing a gathering of 
students at the Karnavati Uni-
versity here, the MP from Sul-
tanpur in Uttar Pradesh rued 
that his appeal to the rich MPs 
and MLAs to forgo their sala-
ries had not elicited any posi-

tive response.
He said an MP or MLA 

faced disqualification if found 
guilty of involvement in seri-
ous crimes, but nothing much 
happened to those who were 
accused of criminal offences 
but not convicted by courts.

“If you have an MP or 
MLA who is convicted of seri-
ous crimes, he will be disqual-
ified. What if they are accused 
of crimes like land-grabbing, 
arson or rioting...” he said.  PTI

‘Need to ponder over voters’ role post polls’

NEW DELHI: Supreme Court 
Justice Kurian Joseph on Fri-
day urged the government to 
not delay the appointment of 
judges and urged it to raise the 
retirement age of judges in the 
apex court and the high courts 
to 70 years.

The statement comes a day 
after Law Minister Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad said that he is set to 
send by this weekend remain-
ing of the 126 names shortlisted 
for appointment as high court 
judges to the Supreme Court 
collegium, as the government 
seeks to fill gaps in higher judi-
ciary and meet a target of maxi-
mum number of appointments.

The SC collegium had 
reiterated the name of Utta-
rakhand Chief Justice K M 
Joseph for appointment as 
apex court judge after the gov-

ernment asked it to reconsider 
its recommendation. The five-
member collegium, headed by 
Chief Justice of India Dipak 
Misra, said that there was 
“nothing adverse” regarding 
the suitability of Justice Joseph 
as has been pointed out in the 
letters of the Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad. A reiteration 

by the Collegium would make 
it incumbent upon the govern-
ment to issue a warrant for the 
appointment of Justice Joseph 
to the Supreme Court.  With 
the superannuation of Justice 
Chelameswar last month, Jus-
tice A K Sikri, has become part 
of the five-member collegium, 
necessitating the need of a fresh 
reconsideration and decision to 
reiterate Justice Joseph’s name 
back to the Centre.

The Centre on April 26 had 
returned Joseph’s file back to 
the collegium for it to recon-
sider the recommendation on 
grounds including that the 
proposal was not in accor-
dance with the top court’s  
parameters and there was the 
adequate representation of his 
native state Kerala in the apex 
court.  AGENCIES

Justice Joseph urges Centre to raise 
retirement age of judges in HCs
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NEW DELHI: National Com-
mission for Women Chairper-
son Rekha Sharma on Friday 
said she has “reservations” 
about the reservation system, 
arguing that women should 
make their own way in politics 
as quotas would only help the 
daughters and wives of some 
politicians.

Her remarks come at a time 
opposition parties are urging 
the government to ensure that 
the women’s reservation bill, 
which calls for reserving 33 per 
cent of seats in the Lok Sabha 
and all state legislative assem-
blies for women, is passed in 
the ongoing Monsoon session 
of Parliament.

“If you ask me, I have res-
ervations about reservation, 
actually. It will be difficult for 
people like me and you to enter 
politics with the help of reser-
vation. We have to pave our 
own path... (It will help only) 
daughters or wife of some poli-
ticians,” she said at a discussion 
on “Political participation and 
representation of women in 
India’ organised by the NCW.

Sharma also stressed on 
the need to empower women, 
“the other 50 per cent of the 
population”. 

“How can we grow if 50 
per cent of the population is 
not empowered politically? It 
is not possible at all. It is the 
right of women to elect and get 
elected,” she said.

The women panel chief 
rued that “women still discuss 
with their husband before exer-
cising their franchise”.

“They are generally oblivi-
ous to the candidates contest-
ing the elections. They do not 
know on what basis a person 
should be elected. If we do not 
how to elect the right person, 
who will we ensure that we get 
our rights?” she asked. 

According to Sharma, many 
women who have been elected 
at the panchayat level “have no 
clue about their work”.

“They do not know how 
much money the government 
gives to a panchayat and what 
it is meant for. In many cases, 

their husbands, brothers or 
fathers put stamps on papers 
and attend meetings on their 
behalf,” Sharma said.

The NCW chief appealed 
to women to keep their family 
concerns aside if they want to 
make a foray into politics. 

She also stressed the need 
to change the mindset that 
husbands are not supposed 
to help women in their daily 
work.

“Power is needed to bring 
about a change” and it comes 
from politics, Sharma said. 

“I understood this point 
when I was very young. To 
bring a significant, important 
change, you need power and 
it comes from politics. If you 
want to make new laws, you 
have to enter Parliament,” she 
said. 

The NCW chief said many 
educated people, especially the 
younger generation, are averse 
to joining politics, but “you 
have to get you hands dirty if 
you want to clean the sewer”. 

Sharma urged the women 
to “go beyond writing about 
social issues on Facebook” and 
become part of the system. 

I have reservations about 
reservation: NCW chief

Would order intellectuals to be shot 
if I were home minister: BJP MLA

ON WOMEN 
IN POLITICS 

NAGPUR: Rajya Sabha MP 
and Dhangar community 
leader Vikas Mahatme on 
Friday warned of an agita-
tion by his community mem-
bers if they are not granted 
the Scheduled Tribe (ST) sta-
tus in Maharashtra. The Dhan-
gar (shepherd) community has 
been for long demanding the 
ST status which will allow them 
to avail reservation in govern-
ment jobs and education. 

The community is currently 
classified as a Nomadic Tribe 
(NT) in the state and Mahat-
me’s comments come in the 
backdrop of the ongoing pro-
tests by the Marathas over their 
demand for reservation in gov-
ernment jobs and education.

Mahatme said he raised 
the ST status issue in the Rajya 
Sabha yesterday. Mahatme said, 
“The issue of granting ST sta-
tus to the Dhangar commu-
nity has been pending since 
the last 70 years. The BJP, in its 
election manifesto, had prom-
ised ST status to the Dhangar 
community.” 

The government should 
recommend to the Centre to 
include the Dhangars in the list 
of STs, said Mahatme.  MPOST

Dhangar leader 
demands ST 

status, warns stir

ITANAGAR: The Arunachal 
Pradesh Legislative Assembly 
on Friday accepted switching 
over of seven MLAs of the Peo-
ple’s Party of Arunachal (PPA) 
to the Nationalist People Party 
(NPP).

Assembly Speaker T Norbu 
Thongdok accepted the join-
ing of the PPA MLAs to NPP 
as required under Rule 4 of 
the members of Arunachal 
Pradesh Legislative Assembly 
(Disqualification on Ground 
of Defection) Rules, 1987 and 
issued a notification regard-
ing it.

Out of nine PPA mem-
bers in the 60-member 
House, seven changed their  
allegiance to the NPP on July 
16 this year.  MPOST

Arunachal Speaker 
accepts switching 
over of seven PPA 

MLAs to NPP


