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BAGHJAN FIRE RAGES ON

n Another attempt to cap the blowout of an Oil India Limited 
natural gas well, which has been on fire since June 9 in 
Assam’s Tinsukia, failed on Monday due to technical issues.
Operations will resume after necessary rectification.           OIL

HT Correspondent 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The toll in

Rajamalai landslide in Idukki dis-

trict went up to 48 on Monday

with the recovery of six more bod-

ies while 22 are still missing, chief

minister Pinarayi Vijayan said.

He said some bodies were recov-

ered from a river and rescue work

is still going on despite inclement

weather. Rejecting criticism

from Opposition parties, who

questioned his delay in visiting

the affected district, Vijayan said

he will visit the spot at an appro-

priate time. 

“There is no discrimination

between plane crash victims and

those affected by landslide. What

the government announced in

the latter case is only an interim

relief and it will be raised further.

Some parties are whipping it up

unnecessarily to create confu-

sion among people,” he said. 

Opposition Congress and BJP

had questioned discrepancy in

relief in twin tragedies that

struck Kerala on Friday. While

the CM had announced Rs 10 lakh

relief for families of the dead in

the plane crash, landslide victims

were given only Rs 2 lakh. But

Vijayan said the government will

ensure rehabilitation of affected

plantation workers. He also said

rescue work will continue till the

recovery of the last body. 

But an official of the Kannan

Devan Hills Plantation Limited,

which owns the estate, said it will

be difficult to ascertain exact

number of people trapped in the

landslide as some houses had

guests and children, studying

outside Idukki, who came home

due to the lockdown.  The official

cited that few who died were not

on company’s records, indicating

that the toll may go up.  Most of

the victims hail from south Tamil

Nadu districts but are settled in

plantation areas for work for

more than two generations. 

Kerala landslide toll at 48; 22 still missing

annual maintenance work on

embankments falling on the

other side of the International

Border, across Darbhanga and

Madhepura districts, and also

pitched for the removal of 25%

cap on the amount to be spent for

extending gratuitous relief to

affected people in times of natural

calamities.

He said, “Floods in north Bihar

are invariably caused by heavy

rainfall in the catchment areas of

rivers originating from Nepal.

But in the absence of required

co-operation from the neighbour-

ing country, despite reaching out

on an official level, embankment

repair works could not be com-

pleted on schedule in May and got

extended to June-end this year.”

Meanwhile, the Maharashtra

government demanded setting up

of a committee  for tackling crisis

situations in states and ensuring

a better coordination. Chief min-

ister Uddhav Thackeray sought

an immediate central assistance

for Maharashtra in view of the

June 3 Cyclone Nisarga that

caused widespread damage in the

state’s coastal districts.

The Karnataka government

said it requested the prime minis-

ter to provide an additional spe-

cial assistance of ~4,000 crore to

handle the flood situation. 

The meet, which lasted for

nearly an hour and a half, was

also attended by defence minister

Rajnath Singh, health minister

Harsh Vardhan, ministers of

HTC & Agencies
n letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA/NEW DELHI : Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Monday

underlined the need for better

coordination between the central

and state agencies to have a per-

manent system for forecasting of

floods. He also stressed on exten-

sive use of innovative technolo-

gies for improving the forecast-

and-warning system.

The PM made these remarks

during a virtual meeting with the

chief ministers and representa-

tives of six states to review the

flood situation in various parts of

the country.

The states that attended the

meeting, which was convened to

review their preparedness to deal

with the southwest monsoon and

the current flood situation,  were

Assam, Bihar, UP, Maharashtra,

Karnataka and Kerala.

A statement from the Prime

Minister’s Office (PMO) said at

the meeting, Modi highlighted

that the investments in localised

early warning systems should be

increased so that the people of an

area can be cautioned on time in

case of a threatening situation

such as breached river embank-

ments, inundation or lightning.

Bihar chief minister Nitish

Kumar drew the Prime Minis-

ter’s attention to how Nepal did

not cooperate in carrying out

state for home Nityanand Rai and

G Kishan Reddy, and senior offi-

cers of the central ministries and

organisations concerned.

The prime minister asserted

that in view of the Covid-19 situa-

tion, the states must ensure that

people follow all health precau-

tions such as wearing of face

masks, hand sanitisation and

maintaining an adequate physi-

cal distance with each other

while undertaking rescue efforts.

Modi said the states should

ensure that all development and

infrastructure projects are built

with resilience to withstand local

disasters and help reduce the con-

sequential losses.

The prime minister pointed

out that over the last few years,

forecasting agencies such as the

India Meteorological Depart-

ment and the Central Water Com-

mission  are making concerted

efforts to make better and more

usable flood forecasts. Pilot pro-

jects are underway to use innova-

tive technologies  to improve the

location-specific forecasts, for

which the states should provide

the necessary information to

these agencies and disseminate

warnings to the local communi-

ties, Modi said. “The prime minis-

ter emphasised on better coordi-

nation between all central and

state agencies to have a perma-

nent system for forecasting of

floods,” the PMO statement said.

PM Modi reviews situation 
in six flood-affected states
ALARMING  Bihar flags Nepal’s non-cooperation in maintaining embankments on other side

n Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a virtual meeting to review 
the flood situation in six states, in New Delhi on Monday. PTI

HT Correspondents 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Top brass of the

Indian military including Chief

of Defence Staff general Bipin

Rawat informed a committee of

lawmakers on Monday that the

de-escalation in Ladakh, where

Chinese troops transgressed in

June, forcing India to deploy

heavily along the Line of Actual

Control, may be a long-drawn

process but that the Indian

armed forces is prepared for it

and has made all arrangements

for troop deployment in the

harsh winter. 

The top general and three-

star Generals who attended the

meeting also emphasised that

the Indian armed forces is pre-

pared to face any onslaught but

at the same time efforts are also

on to bridge the trust deficit

with China, whose transgres-

sion resulted in a bloody conflict

in Galwan valley on June 15 that

left 20 Indian soldiers including

a colonel, and an unspecified

number of Chinese soldiers

dead. Apart from Gen. Rawat, at

least four three-star Generals

including Vice Chief of Indian

army, Lt. Gen S K Saini were

also present. 

Reversing the trust deficit

created by the brutal clash at

Galwan Valley will also be enor-

mously hard, and it is expected

to be an impediment to the dis-

engagement and de-escalation

processes, HT reported on July

3. 

Military negotiations with

China have hit a roadblock due

to the Chinese People’s Libera-

tion Army’s reluctance to

vacate positions held by it in

what New Delhi claims as

Indian territory. 

I N D I A - C H I N A  T E N S I O N

‘De-escalation may take
longer, Army prepared’

TOP BRASS EMPHASISED 
THAT THE ARMY IS  
PREPARED TO FACE ANY 
ONSLAUGHT BUT 
EFFORTS ARE ALSO ON 
TO BRIDGE THE TRUST 
DEFICIT WITH CHINA

Abraham Thomas 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court on

Tuesday will hear a petition by

six former legislators of the

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) in

Rajasthan demanding the trans-

fer of a petition seeking  their dis-

qualification from the Rajasthan

high court to the apex court.

The six members of the legisla-

tive assembly (MLAs) had

merged with the Congress in 2019

for which they faced disqualifica-

tion petitions filed by Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) legislator

Madan Dilawar. Rajasthan

assembly speaker CP Joshi

rejected the disqualification

pleas on July 29. 

This prompted Dilawar to

approach the Rajasthan high

court, which issued notice to

Joshi on July 30 but refused to

stay the speaker’s directive. 

In a related development, the

Congress party approached the

high court to be added as a party

to the proceedings there. This

matter is also listed on Tuesday

when the HC could decide the fate

of the six BSP MLAs — Sandeep

Yadav (Tijara), Wajib Ali

(Nagar), Deepchand Kheria (Kis-

hangarh Bas), Lakhan Singh

Meena (Karauli) and Rajendra

Gudha (Udaipurwati) ahead of a

crucial special assembly session

called by chief minister Ashok

Gehlot beginning August 14. 

While the proceedings remain

pending in the high court, Dila-

war filed an appeal in the

Supreme Court to stay the

speaker’s July 29 order. A  stay

could be crucial in the event chief

minister Ashok Gehlot, who has

faced a rebellion by former dep-

uty chief minister Sachin Pilot

and 18 other MLAs of his party,

faces a trust vote in the House. 

Senior advocate Harish Salve

appeared for Dilawar before an

apex bench of justices Arun

Mishra, BR Gavai and Krishna

Murari. He said the issue in focus

is whether the six MLAs could

merge their party with the Con-

gress when their original politi-

cal party, BSP has refused to

sanction the merger. The merger

was approved by the speaker on

September 18, 2019. 

The bench told Salve that the

Rajasthan high court had issued

notices on Dilawar’s petition and

the matter is pending there. Salve

informed the Court that to delay

the proceedings there, the six

BSP MLAs have sought to trans-

fer the petition pending with HC

to the Supreme Court. “Their

petition is pending in the

Supreme Court and they are not

moving for listing it. Obviously

they want to claim in HC that the

matter is pending in the Supreme

Court.” 

The six MLAs have sought a

transfer on the grounds that the

legal issues raised in Dilawar’s

petition before the HC are under

consideration of the top court in

another case from Assam, in a

case titled Mr. Mithou Krose v

Imtilemba Sangtam. 

The bench directed that the

petition be listed on Tuesday

along with Dilawar’s plea.

According to Dilawar, the MLAs

ought to be disqualified on the

grounds of defection under the

Tenth Schedule of the Constitu-

tion, Salve said.  But the six MLAs

have claimed that as per para-

graph 4 of the Tenth Schedule,

when two-thirds of the members

of a political party within the

assembly merges with another in

the House, the members will be

immune from disqualification.

SC to hear 6 BSP MLAs’ transfer plea today
THE SIX  MLAS MERGED 
WITH THE CONGRESS IN 
2019 AND THEY FACED 
DISQUALIFICATION 
PETITIONS FILED BY BJP 
MLA MADAN DILAWAR
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India is on course to have 
max covid cases: Experts
The covid-19 burden has shifted from hotspots in Maharashtra, Delhi to new states

Trade minister Piyush Goyal.

Japnam Bindra
japnam.b@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

T he Supreme Court on
Monday refused to
accept senior advocate

Prashant Bhushan’s explana-
tion regretting his statement in
a 2009 case alleging judicial
“corruption” in an interview
with Tehelka magazine and
decided to continue contempt
proceedings against him. 

The bench headed by Justice
Arun Mishra said it will exam-
ine whether his statement
prima facie amounted to con-
tempt. The hearing will com-
mence on 17 August. “We need
to check whether the state-
ments made regarding corrup-
tion amounts to contempt of
court. Thus we need to hear the
matter,” said the bench, which
included Justices B.R. Gavai
and Krishna Murari.  

Bhushan had alleged that
half of the 16 former chief justi-
ces of India were corrupt. The
court has decided to hear the
case in detail and ascertain
whether or not any comment
alleging corruption by judges
would per se amount to con-
tempt. Advocate Shanti
Bhushan requested the apex
court to list the matter when
physical hearings resume, but
Justice Mishra denied it.

On 4 August the three-judge
bench had reserved its order.
“Explanation/apology submit-
ted by Mr. Prashant Bhushan/
Respondent No.1 and Mr.
Tarun Tejpal/Respondent
No.2, have not been received so
far. In case we do not accept the
explanation/apology, we will
hear the matter. We reserve the
order,” it had said. 

The top court had said that it
was in favour of putting an end
to the matter to protect the dig-
nity of the court and its judges
and had asked the parties to
issue statements tendering
their apologies. Senior advo-
cate Rajeev Dhawan, appearing
for Prashant Bhushan, had
pleaded that the court should
not render any findings in the
case before hearing the parties.

SC rejects 
Bhushan’s 
explanation in 
contempt case

Neetu Chandra Sharma
neetu.s@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

H ealth experts are
alarmed by the surge
in daily covid-19 cases,
expecting India to top
the list of countries

with the maximum number of
infections. 

“India is the third most affected
from covid-19 now, but with
increased testing, it could emerge
as the top country affected by the
pandemic. While testing rates have
increased by 240% since the begin-
ning of July, covid positive cases
have increased by almost 325%,”
said Himanshu Sikka, lead-health,
IPE global, an international health-
care development consultancy. 

While 80% cases are from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, West Bengal,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and
Maharashtra, the burden has
shifted from the earlier covid hot-
spots of Delhi and Mumbai.

Average daily cases have
increased to 65,000 from
55,000-60,000 till last week, with
the total count on Tuesday reach-
ing 2,235,677, including more than
44,700 deaths.

“This is an alarming trend and
strengthens the findings of the
numerous studies suggesting that
with increased testing,
India could very well
emerge as the top country
affected by the pandemic,”
Sikka added.

While Andhra Pradesh
has been recording more
than 10,000 cases every
day for the past five days,
Chandigarh’s average growth rate
for covid-19 stands at 4.6%, surpas-
sing Delhi’s (0.8%) and Maharash-
tra’s (2.4 %) growth. The national
average of daily growth for covid-19
cases is around 3.25%.

“There is a shift in the epicentres
of covid cases in the past one month
with Andhra Pradesh and Karna-
taka having maximum growth rate,

while Delhi is faring much better,”
said Dr Suneela Garg, director pro-
fessor, department of community
medicine, Maulana Azad Medical
College.

In fact, the pandemic continues
to spread and infect all sections of
society, from politicians to the
entertainment world. On Tuesday,
former President Pranab Mukher-
jee, 84, said on Twitter that he
tested positive for covid-19 while on

a hospital visit. “On a visit to the
hospital for a separate procedure, I
have tested positive for covid-19
today. I request the people who
came in contact with me in the last
week, to please self isolate and get
tested for covid-19. #CitizenMuk-
herjee,” he tweeted.

However, despite all the gloom
around the pandemic, the silver lin-

ing remains the recovery rate. India
on Tuesday recorded 1,552,545
covid-19 recoveries, witnessing the
highest single-day count of 54,859,
with a recovery rate of nearly 70%
and a case fatality rate of 2%.

“India has so far been successful
in keeping the fatality rates low and
the recovery rates high. However,
with the opening up of the econ-
omy, the pandemic is penetrating
deeper in the country, and the situ-

ation could soon deteriorate fur-
ther,” said Sikka.

So far, the covid-19 hotspots were
concentrated in bigger cities, such
as Mumbai, Ahmadabad and Delhi,
which could control and handle the
situation due to better health infra-
structure.

“But as the economy opens up,
and the pandemic penetrates tier 2

and 3 cities and rural hinterlands,
the situation could soon deteriorate
with weak health systems not being
able to cater to the pressures posed
by the pandemic, especially in
states like Bihar and Uttar Pra-
desh,” said Sikka.

India has accelerated its testing
and tracing infrastructure, but
much more was required. Innova-
tions for mass testing and screening
protocols need quick adoption and

scale-up, he said.
While India continues to

deny the onset of commu-
nity transmission, commu-
nity medicine experts said
prevention measures must
be practised to limit the
spread of the virus.

“If community transmis-
sion begins to occur, isolation and
quarantine will have limited or no
role to play,” said Garg, adding that
community-driven social changes
will then play an important role in
containing the spread of covid-19,
such as wearing masks, washing
hands regularly and maintaining
social distancing. Lockdowns in
specific clusters will be required.

UPWARD TRAJECTORY
THE average daily 
covid-19 cases have 
increased to 65,000 
from 55,000-60,000 
till last week

ANDHRA has been 
recording more than 
10,000 covid cases 
every day for the 
past five days

CHANDIGARH’S 
average growth
rate stands at 4.6%, 
which has surpassed 
Maharashtra (2.4 %)

THE national 
average of daily 
growth of covid 
cases is 3.5%; case 
fatality rate is 2%

A health worker collects a swab sample from a child at a makeshift 
coronavirus testing booth in Hyderabad on Monday. AFP

imports fearing production dis-
ruptions. Subsequently, Ger-
man embassy officials had met 
the government for a solution. 

Hinting towards Germany’s
objection, Goyal said he was 
amazed that some countries in 
Europe are complaining about 
technical standards on tyres in 
India. “I can list out 5,000 items
on which technical standards 
are being put in their countries.
Why should India not have the 
right to put technical standards?
It is important that all those who
are opposing the efforts of the 
Indian government on our 

actions should first
talk to their own
governments and
make sure their
g o v e r n m e n t s
ensure Indian
products fair and
equitable access
before they com-
plain about India,”
he added.

Goyal said multinational
companies which invested in 
India can’t claim the right to 
import in an unbridled manner.
“I fail to understand how that 
can be a matter of right. If they 
have invested in India and they
want to engage with the Indian
market, I believe they should 
look at indigenising, particu-
larly those items that India has 
capabilities for. We don’t get 
excited only by an investment 
which is brought into India to 
capture the Indian market, to 
save some import duties on fin-
ished product, and come to 
India only to assemble those 
products,” Goyal added. 

Asit Ranjan Mishra
asit.m@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

T rade minister Piyush
Goyal on Monday
addressed the concerns of

companies and countries 
opposing the mandatory licens-
ing requirements for importing
products, such as automobile 
tyres and television sets, saying
that the government is trying to
ensure fair and reciprocal trade
practices with partner coun-
tries.  Following criticism that 
the government is adopting 
protectionist measures similar 
to the license raj era, Goyal said
such criticism shocks him as 
trade is not being carried out 
among equals. 

“What we are trying to do is
make sure our domestic indus-
try gets a fair play. How can it be
that one country does not allow
tyres to be exported to them, but
wants free imports of tyres into
India? There has to be equal, fair
and reciprocal arrangement. If 
other countries are desirous of 
the 1.3-billion Indian market 
opportunity, they will also have
to give our busi-
nesses equal 
opportunity to 
engage in their 
countries. They 
can’t put over-
arching technical 
barriers or over-
arching regula-
tions on our prod-
ucts and then 
complain if we put a standard in
our country.” Goyal was speak-
ing at an event organized by 
Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry 
(Ficci). 

On 12 June, India had
included import of new pneu-
matic tyres under a restricted 
list, to limit imports, especially 
from China. In FY20, India had
imported such tyres worth $370
million, with China ($93 mil-
lion) and Thailand ($95 million)
contributing a bulk of the 
imports.  On 22 July, Mint 
reported that German auto-
makers had urged its envoy to 
India to address issues of tyre 

India’s import licence 
needs will ensure fair, 
equitable trade: Goyal

Multinational cos 
which invested in 
India can’t claim 

the right to import 
in an unbridled 

manner, says 
Goyal
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2,235,677
Deaths

44,703
1,552,545 638,429

Total cases

Recovered Active cases

Total cases
19,902,316

Deaths
731,993

Recovered
12,137,202

Active cases
7,033,121
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Source: Union health ministry, states

TAMIL NADU CASES 
CROSS 300,000

Russia getting 
ready for 
mass 
vaccination 
against 
coronavirus: 
Report
bit.ly/33JoKF8

SAIF Partners boosts 
investments despite 
coronavirus impact 
Tarush Bhalla
tarush.b@livemint.com
BENGALURU

V enture capital fund
SAIF Partners has dou-
bled down on invest-

ments in India in the last seven
months, and seeks to tap into
new segments including
edtech, healthtech enterprise
software-as-a-service (SaaS),
entertainment platforms and
direct-to-consumer startups.

SAIF’s recent investments
include fintech startup Jodo,
which provides education
loans for middle-income
households, and
enterprise SaaS
startup Zomen-
tum. It has also
backed several
unicorns and
large ventures
including Rivigo,
Swiggy, Paytm,
M a k e M y T r i p ,
B o o k m y s h o w
and Sharechat, and has closed
15 deals in 2020, 13 of which
were early-stage startups. 

With the pandemic present-
ing new opportunities, SAIF
Partners said it has not
changed its investment thesis
and continues to back early-
stage startups providing solu-
tions for newer opportunities
emerging from covid-19, in a
bid to catch them early. “Our
confidence is just growing,
since startups are also becom-
ing more resilient and working
towards building for the new
opportunity, which the pan-
demic has posed and improv-
ing financial efficiencies,”
Deepak Gaur, partner, SAIF
Partners, said in an interview.

“For sectors where there is
structural impact, like travel,
and are against the tide, we
have taken a pause, and are
struggling to find conviction
to invest in these businesses.
Same applies for businesses
where there is high-discre-
tionary spend,” he added. 

According to SAIF, startups
are maintaining capital effi-
ciency and improving unit
economics, as uncertainty
grows, leading to investors
being bullish on their invest-
ments in such companies.
However, this positive senti-
ment remains concentrated

around early-
stage investing.

“Since there is
distancing, digiti-
z a t i o n  i s  n o
longer a discre-
tion or choice,
but has become
mandatory, and
that has led to a
f u n d a m e n t a l

change in the trajectory of sev-
eral businesses. We have seen
the tailwinds in sectors includ-
ing gaming, education, espe-
cially the test preparation
space; remote diagnostics and
telemedicine. There is further
digitization in Indian small-
and medium-enterprise space
through digital customer rela-
tionship management tools,
retail analytics or digitizing
ordering systems,” Gaur said.

While investors continue to
be upbeat about early-stage
startups, for late-stage, the
realities are different, as VC
funds operating in this space
are expected to be even more
selective in the coming
months. 

For sectors where 
there is structural 
impact, like travel, 

we have taken a 
pause, says SAIF 

Partners’ Deepak 
Gaur 
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RECRUITMENT FOR TREASURY DEALERS 

The South Indian Bank Ltd. invites applications from Indian 
Nationals to All up the vacancies for Treasury Dealers 
ROLE: Dealer 

PROAL.E 
Overnight Index Swap (01S) 

• Statutory liquidity Ratio (SLR) 
Interest Rate Derivatives 

• Forex Interbank Trading 
Currency Derivatives 
ForexDerlvatlves 
Equities 

SCALE: I toV 

LOCATION: Mumbai 

Please visit •careers• page In our website 
"www.southlndianbank.com• 
for detailed notification and appllcatlon procedure. 
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